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COVID separated us, slate brought us together!

A cross-border cooperation slated for success!



A word from the project team.



Ardennes Cross-Border Slate Mine Trail and its Travelling Exhibition
CATAREX



in Haybes

 
"The CATAREX Cross-border Slate Trail” and on the 

CATAREX Facebook and Instagram pages.

free of charge

Starting point of the Oignies - Fumay - Haybes Cross-border Slate Mine Trail.



1
The two information boards on this site tell you all about the cross-border 
project, as well as the history of Oignies-en-Thiérache and its slate mines.
Follow the gravel path in front of you for 730 m.

The CATAREX project

The Ardoisières Saint-Luc
The path will take you to the former site of the Saint-Luc slate mines, which 
later became known individually as the Notre-Dame slate mine and the 
Saint-Théodore slate mine.

THE CATAREX TOPOGRAPHICAL GUIDE
TO OIGNIES-EN-THIÉRACHE



2 Notre-Dame

3 Saint

On your left, you will see the Notre-Dame slate mine with its partially 
collapsed entrance. Continue for another 200 m before turning off onto the 
small path on your right.

After 180 m, you will reach the Saint-Théodore slate mine. Then, head down 
towards the Trou du Diable car park.

-Théodore

N 50°00.2515’ – E 4°40.3047’

N 50°00.1278’ – E 4°40.3061’



4

In front of you, you will see a private dwelling, built in shale blocks, as was 
the wall lower down. At the time, the roof was also made of Oignies slate.

The Trou du Diable slate mine and its offices

120 m further along on your right, you will come across a private red brick 
house that housed the old administrative offices and the café of the Trou du 
Diable mine.

Continue across the road and, as you walk up towards the end of the car 
park, at the edge of the forest, you will see the shaft of the Trou du Diable 
slate mine.

N 50°00.0067’- E 4°39.7523’



5 The Saveur slate mine and the Trou du Gégène 

Follow the path down for another 270 m and, on your right, about ten meters 
into the forest, stands the entrance to the Sauveur slate mine. This was a 
vein previously worked by the Trou du Diable mine. These concessions were 
always operated together.

Although a second slate mine is mentioned, its location has been omitted on 
purpose, as the slope is too dangerous and too steep to allow access. This 
is the concession granted in 1921 to local Oignies resident Emile Goffette, 
better known as Gégène... earning the slate mine the name of Trou du 
Gégène (Gégène’s Pit).

Continue along the road until you reach the first gravel path on the right, 
which you will follow for 1,420 m along the left bank of the Ry d‘Alyse 
stream, still on the Belgian side of the border.
Cross the footbridge which takes you to the right bank of this stream and 
leads to the French village of Fumay.
Your path will then continue on the other side of the border...

N 49°59.8752’- E 4°39.8752’



You’ve crossed the bridge over the Ry d’Alyse stream and left Belgium,
welcome to France.

CATAREX TOPOGRAPHICAL GUIDE TO FUMAY
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Head off to your left and you will see the former slate mining site of Bour-
rache-Malcotte with the remains of the head house of the brick winch and its 
4 pillars forming arches.
Head upwards, keeping to the right and, ten metres after the head house, on 
your right,  you will find the entrance to the Bourrache-Malcotte mine.

Go straight up the path to the track (wide path that was once a military 
tactical track) and turn off to the left onto the path that leads downwards for 
about 500m.

After passing over the stream (150m), turn right onto the path that leads 
upwards and then turn left onto the hillside trail.

Stay on the gently sloping path. Do not take the paths that lead off to your 
right or left on your way up or down.

Along the way, you will cross a small stone bridge that spans a practically 
dry stream.

N 49°99.2456’ / E 4°65.3869’



7 Bacara

The trail takes you around the old slate mining site of Bacara, complete with 
its slag heap hidden by plant cover. You are on the so-called “water path”.

As you leave the forest, you will come out into a residential area on a tarmac 
road. Follow this road to the left until you reach the water treatment plant.

Then, take the path on your left, leaving the water treatment plant on your 
right.

N 49°99.3945’ / E 4°65.3869’







8 Saint-Gilbert

9 Sainte-Anne 2

-

10 Saint-Joseph

Make your way through the undergrowth to the remains of the slag heap of 
the Saint Gilbert slate mine. Go down to the right towards the houses and 
immediately turn left to follow the edge of the forest.

Then, walk along the paved forest road until you come across the entrance 
into the woods, continue on the path to the site of the Sainte-Anne 2 slate 
mine, which boasts a beautiful view of the Charnois district that emerged 
around the Pied-Selle heater factory during the industrial revolution.

Just after this site, still on the slag heap of the Sainte Anne 2 mine, you will 
see below you the Carrefour supermarket, built on the former site of 
Fumay’s last slate mine, which  closed in 1971, the so-called Renaissance 
slate mine.

Over on the other side of the River Meuse, you can make out the surface
buildings of the imposing Saint-Joseph slate mine, now the site of TerrAltitude
adventure park. Alongside the remains, the huge slag heap is also visible.
Go down a slightly steeper slate-covered path.
In front of you, on the other side of the River Meuse, stands the beautiful
Rocher d’Uf, a rock steeped in legend ...
You will come to the small picturesque district of “Terne de l’Haye”. Built on a
hillside, head down through these small streets while enjoying a superb view 
of Saint-Georges church.

N 49°99.3768’ / E 4°68.6776’

N 49°99.1811’ / E 4°69.382’

N 49°99.1717’/ E 4°69.4176’



You will arrive at a big flight of steps that overlooks the place Briand. Take 
the steps before crossing the road and the square towards the church. At the 
end of the square, turn left and walk down the street in the direction of 
Haybes, towards the River Meuse.

Once you arrive in front of the Castle of the Counts of Bryas, you have 2
possibilities:

1. Either cross the bridge and continue the hike along the CATAREX trail to
Haybes - see the topographical guide to Haybes for directions;

2. Or go back to the Bourrache-Malcotte site: Take the stairs to the of the
bridge, then walk along the Meuse river. Follow the signs to reach the 
viewpoint over Sainte-Anne. 

 

On the other side of the River Meuse, you can admire the walls of
Haybes’ former Bellerose slate mine.

Parking Place d’Auchel



11 Sainte-Anne

12 Divers Monts

Once in front of the petrol station, you will see the old winch of the Sainte-
Anne slate mine.
Continue towards Fumay and take the road just to the left of the petrol 
station heading towards Belgium.

Just before the beginning of the cycle path on your left, 
there is a slope that will take you to the chapel - kilometre 
point 2 of secondary road 7.
After visiting the chapel, take secondary road 7 to the 
border with Belgium
where you can: 
1. either continue along the wide path on your left (former 
tactical track of Franc Bois forest) to reach the Bourrache
-Malcotte site;
2. or go up the paved road to Oignies.

N 49°99.5084’/ E 4°69.7221’

N 49°99.6425’/E 4°69.3485’



13 Sainte-Lambert

After the bridge, continue until you come to the pedestrian crossing and 
head up the path to join the Saint-Lambert slat mine. From there, join the 
entrance of the path leading to the site of the Ancienne Folemprise slate 
mine.

CATAREX TOPOGRAPHICAL GUIDE TO HAYBES

N 49°99.5779’ / E 4°70.2257’



14 Ancienne Folemprise

15

Continue the signposted path to the Platale viewpoint.

Discover the panorama and the slag heap of the Fidèles Trépassés slate 
mine in Fumay. Cross the road and follow the signs that will take you to the 
Fontaine Gobin slate mine.

The Platale viewpoint

N 50°00.0307’/ N 4°70.8702’

N 49°99.8677’ / E 4°71.5183’



16 Fontaine Gobin

17 Saint-Paul

From this point, go up the path passing in front of the slate mine,
always following the signs that will take you to join the road (at the
crossroads, turn left).

Continue along the road to the Saint-Paul slate mine.

From this site, join the Hesses picnic area (a few dozen metres further) and
take the path along the road on the left, at the entrance of the picnic area.
Before arriving at the junction with the forest track, you will notice, on your
right, slate surveys on the other side of the stream.

N 50°00.1281’/ E 4°72.1171’

N 49°99.1611’ / E 4°72.9471’



18

19 Trou Cadet

Sondages ardoisiers

Trou Cadet

Slate surveys
These cavities are not slate mines strictly speaking, but galleries excavated 
to search for a vein of shale: one horizontal, the other oblique, measuring a 
few dozen meters.

These surveys did not reveal a sufficient amount of slate to open a mine.
You will notice that the water here is very ferruginous.

In other parts of the village, iron ore was mined and worked in the 17th 
century.

Continue on your way by taking the forest track that runs along the Fond de
Morhon stream to the Saint-Martin slate mine, known as the Trou Cadet. You
will reach a small slate and brick bridge spanning the stream.

After crossing the bridge, discover the remains of a manufacturing
workshop, known as a hayon. The two entrances to the slate
mine and the remains of other structures are visible a little higher up the hill.
Take the track again to reach the Saint-Pierre slate mine.

N 49°99.2687’ / E 4°73.0893’

N 49°99.4816’ / E 4°72.9132’



20 Saint-Pierre

21 Maison des Randonnées (Hiking Centre)

At the Saint-Pierre or Fond d’Oury slate mine, an entrance dug into the hill 
invites you to walk the first metres of the slate mine.
The lights in the gallery that used to lead to the extraction cavities come
on automatically. Come up close to the grating to activate the lighting.

Then continue towards the Maison des Randonnées hiking centre,
following the path along the Moulin-Labotte hotel and restaurant.

And to "complete" the trail, from the hiking centre, you have the possibility of
reaching point 15 and the rest of the trail to Fumay and Oignies.

To do this, at the exit of the hiking centre, turn left and, after a hundred
metres, turn left again and follow the path known as the "Petit Saint-
Antoine" until it comes out on rue Madame de Cormont.

Turn left and continue to point 15, which you will reach after the Robinson
Hotel

N 50°00.3839’ / E 4°72.2932’

N 50°01.0030’ / E 4°71.8375’



The history of the slate-mining village of Rimogne



-

-

Jean-Baptiste Périquet, one man’s fight



Martin Coupaye, trade unionist and a spokesman for slate workers



Haybes stained 
glass window

Saint-Barbara, Patron Saint of slate workers;

of

Fumay stained glass 
window

Oignies stained 
glass window




